
   
   

    
    
   

 
  

 
              
             

 
           

 
                 

               
                 

              
           

             
       

 
            

           
              

             
                

             
   

 
                

              
              
                  

             
 

               
             

                  
              

     
 

                
           
              

Title 20—DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE AND INSURANCE 

Division 2120—State Board of 
Embalmers and Funeral Directors 

Chapter 2—General Rules 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

20 CSR 2120-2.060 Funeral Directing. The board is amending section (2), adding new sections 
(4), renumbering as necessary, and amending newly numbered sections (12), (25), and (27). 

PURPOSE: The proposed amendment provides clarification on the examination requirements. 

(2) Every person who desires to enter the profession of funeral directing in Missouri and who is 
not entitled to a license under section 333.051, RSMo, shall make application with the board 
for a Missouri funeral director license on the forms provided by the board and shall pay the 
funeral director application fee directly to the board. [If the applicant has successfully 
completed the National Board Funeral Service Arts examination, no Missouri Funeral 
Service Arts examination is required.] Application forms can be obtained from the board 
office or the board’s website at http://pr.mo.gov/embalmers.asp. 

(4) Effective January 1, 2023, the funeral director examination developed by the 
International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards, Inc., or other nationally 
accredited agency approved by the board, shall consist of the Missouri Law section and 
the National Board Funeral Service Arts section. The board will accept the successful 
score of the Missouri Arts examination taken prior to January 1, 2023 as long as the 
application, including the exam score is submitted per the requirements as outlined in 
board rules. 

[(4)](5) To serve as an apprentice funeral director, the applicant shall file with the board a 
completed funeral director application on the form prescribed by the board and also shall 
complete an application to be registered as an apprentice funeral director on the form 
prescribed by the board and pay all applicable fees. Application forms and a list of fees can be 
obtained from the board office or on the board’s website at http://pr.mo.gov/embalmers.asp. 

[(5)](6) The funeral director apprenticeship is not intended as a long-term method of practicing as 
a funeral director in the absence of progress toward licensure. Accordingly, effective February 
28, 2010, an apprentice shall not be allowed to register with the board for more than two (2) 
apprenticeship periods that begin on or after February 28, 2010, unless otherwise approved by 
the board for good cause. 

[(6)](7) Upon registration and payment in full of all applicable fees, the board shall issue the 
apprentice funeral director applicant a funeral director apprentice registration. This registration 
authorizes the apprentice registrant to engage in the practice of funeral directing under the 

http://pr.mo.gov/embalmers.asp
http://pr.mo.gov/embalmers.asp








     
               

   
        
               
          
               

             
                 

            
            

             
               
              
              
            

          
 

             
               

              
            

 
              
              
              

             
              
           

 
               

             
                
           
       

 
              
                 

                  
               

          
 

             
                  

6. Payment of applicable fees; 
7. Payment of any fee charged by the Missouri Highway Patrol for a criminal history 
background check; and 

8. Any other information the board may require. 
(C) Every limited licensee shall provide the board with the name, location, and license number 
of each Function B funeral establishment where he/she is employed. 

(D) A limited licensee shall be obligated to comply with all Missouri laws governing funeral 
directors subject to the limitations imposed by this rule and section 333.042.2, RSMo. 

(E) If a limited licensee desires to obtain a full funeral directorôs license, the licensee shall be 
required to complete an apprenticeship consisting of at least twelve (12) consecutive 
months as required by section 333.042.2, RSMo, and accompanying regulations OR fulfill 
the education requirements set forth in section 333.042.3, RSMo. The limited licensee 
shall also provide to the board proof of successful completion of the remaining sections of 
the funeral director examination as required by these regulations. The applicant shall be 
exempt from the requirement of successful completion of the Missouri Law section if the 
applicant has successfully completed the Missouri Law section within twelve (12) months 
of the date that the board receives the new application. 

[(25)](26) All certificates, registrations, and licenses, or duplicate copies thereof, issued by the 
State Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors shall be displayed at all times in a 
conspicuous location accessible to the public in each office(s) or place(s) of business where 
they work, for inspection by any duly authorized agent of the board. 

[(26)](27) Should an individual desire to obtain a Missouri funeral directorôs license after his/her 
license has become void under section 333.081.3, RSMo, the individual shall be required to 
make new application and pay all applicable fees to the board. No previous apprentice, 
application, or examination will be considered for the new application. However, the board 
shall accept the successful completion of the National Board Funeral Service Arts or the 
Missouri Funeral Service Arts, if applicable, examination for new application. 

[(27)](28) A Missouri licensed funeral director may engage in the practice of funeral directing in 
the state of Missouri only in Missouri licensed funeral establishments. Each Missouri licensed 
funeral director shall inform the board in writing, in a timely manner, of each Missouri licensed 
funeral establishment name(s), location(s), and license number(s) where the Missouri licensed 
funeral director is engaged in funeral directing. 

[(28)](29) A Missouri licensed funeral director has the ongoing obligation to keep the board 
informed if the licensee has been finally adjudicated or found guilty, or entered a plea of guilty 
or nolo contendere, in a criminal prosecution under the laws of any state or of the United States, 
whether or not sentence was imposed. This information shall be provided to the board within 
thirty (30) days of being finally adjudicated or found guilty. 

[(29)](30) Person Deemed to be Engaged in the Practice of Funeral Directing. 
(A) No person shall be deemed by the board to be engaged in the practice of funeral directing 



               
                   

              
       

                   
              

                
              
       

 
                   
              

              
           

 
           

            
                
              

         
 

             
         

 
              

     
 

               
              

            
              

                
       

 

or to be operating a funeral establishment if the person prepares, arranges, or carries out 
the burial of the dead human body of a member of one’s own family or next of kin as 
provided by section 194.119, RSMo, provided that the activity is not conducted as a 
business or for business purposes. 

(B) The board shall not deem a person to be engaged in the practice of funeral directing or to 
be operating a funeral establishment if the person prepares, arranges, or carries out the 
burial of a dead human body pursuant to the religious beliefs, tenets, or practices of a 
religious group, sect, or organization, provided that the activity is not conducted as a 
business or for business purposes. 

[(30)](31) The rules in this division are declared severable. If any rule, or section of a rule, is held 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction or by the Administrative Hearing Commission, the 
remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect unless otherwise determined by a 
court of competent jurisdiction or by the Administrative Hearing Commission. 

AUTHORITY: sections 333.041, 333.042, and [333.121,] RSMo Supp. [2008] 2021, sections 
333.091, [SB 1, Ninety-fifth General Assembly 2009, and [section] 333.111, and 333.330 
RSMo [2000] 2016.* This rule originally filed as 4 CSR 120-2.060. Original rule filed Oct. 17, 
1975, effective Oct. 28, 1975. For intervening history, please consult the Code of State 
Regulations. Amended: filed August 30, 2022. 

PUBLIC COST: This proposed amendment will not cost state agencies or political subdivisions 
more than five hundred dollars ($500) in the aggregate. 

PRIVATE COST: This proposed amendment will not cost private entities more than five hundred 
dollars ($500) in the aggregate. 

NOTICE TO SUBMIT COMMENTS: Anyone may file a statement in support of or in opposition 
to this proposed amendment with the State Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors, Patty 
Faenger, Executive Director, 3605 Missouri Boulevard, PO Box 423, Jefferson City, MO 65102-
0423, by facsimile at (573) 751-1155 or via email to embalm@pr.mo.gov. To be considered, 
comments must be received within thirty (30) days after publication of this notice in the Missouri 
Register. No public hearing is scheduled. 
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